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Change* in Constitution

The President next announced that Mr. Gandhi would move a resolution pro-
posing changes in the Congress constitution. This announcement led to continuous
cheers and shouts of "Gandhi-ki-Jai" from all sides of the pandal.

Mr. Paticardhan wanted to move an amendment to the Congress creed.

The President ruled it out of order, as the amendment had not been given
notice of in time and the creed was not before the House.

Mr. Gandhi then moved the resolution proposing changes in ths Congress Cons-
titution, There was pin-drop silence throughout Mr. Gandhi's speech.

Explaining the change. Mr. Gandhi said that experience had shown that 6,000
delegates were an unwieldly number. At the Nagpur Congress, they were 14000
delegates, but they were not elected by any constituencies and represented mostly
themselves. Now it was proposed to reduce the delegates to 2,000. He wanted
only 1,000 delegates, but had yielJed to opposition and made it 2,000. He wanted
the delegates to a:*ree to this sacrifice in number in the cause of freedom.

Mr. Gandhi added that there was, at present, no direct contact between delegates
and electors. This Constitution would not get them Swaraj but would help the
Congress to stand as a rival to tho Assembly in showing that the Congress dele-
gates also spoke for their electorate. Hereafter, Congress Inspectors would look
into the registers and only such Congressmen would be allowed to vote as had
been on its rolls for at least six months. Unless there were 500 Congressmen they
could not elect a delegate to the Corgress. This was too poor compared to the
Assembly, where 8,000 voters elected a member, but he was satisfied with such a
beginning for an organisation representing the poor. As Swaraj could not be
attained without roping the villages into the Congress scheme, it had been pro-
vided that three-fourths of the Congress shall be reserved for rural areas, with a
population of 10,000 under.

Mr, Gandhi next explained that representation would be by the single transfer-
able vota and that there would be plural constituencies. As for the A, I. 0, C., it
was always difficult to call 350 members, who could not afford the expense of
frequent meetings. Thus the A. L C. C. had been reduced to a maximum of 166.

Then again no democrat would like that the Congress President should be
elected by the Reception Committee on the recommendations of Provincial Congress
Committees, bat hereafter delegates themselves would elect the President. He
also explained the Koadi Clause and the Spinning Franchise and said that he did
not mind if they r<rjocted these, but if they adopted them they should do so with
absolute conviction. He finally asked the delegates to vote for the resolution not
out of regard for him, but in the interests of the Motherland,

Addressing the House in English, Mr. Gandhi said that it was impossible to
pour out one's soul again in another language. The resolution was of a far-reach-
ing character. It called upon the Congress to repeat its history of self-denial and
further to reduce the size of delegates and the A. I. 0. C.

As Mr. Gandhi was proceeding to give a summary of his scheme, visitors, who
had no interest la an English speech, began to move out of the pandal and the
noise thus caused drowned Mrf Gandhi's voice.

Concluding, Mr. Gandhi appealed to delegates to adopt the new constitution
with a desire to make it a glorious success, (Applause).

His speech had lasted 75 minutes. He delivered it, seated on a table on the
rostrum with floodlights projected on him from three angles. Seated between two
microphones, one conveying his voice to 80,000 enthusiastic listeners and the
other connected to the sound car of a film company, Mr. Gandhi spoke at length,
adapting his style to make a direct appeal to the common people.

Mr. K. M. l[unski seconded the resolution. Mr. Munshi said that the proposals
would make the constitution more businesslike and lead to solidarity and efficiency
in the Congress organisation,

SOCIALIST AMENDMENT REJECTED

Mr. Deshpande moved an amendment, proposing circulation of the proposals
and their consideration at the next session.

Mr, Pumshottam Tricumdas seconded the amendment,

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patelt opposing the Socialist amendment, said that drafting
the constitution was a difficult job and all delegates were not expected to take keen
interest. The plea of insufficient time, he said, was untenable. The new constitu-
tion was the result of Mr. Gandhi's fifteen years1 experience and, although they
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